MARU Pets

10705 Courthouse Rd. #116 (540)891-2704
Saltwater Acclimation Procedure
You will need:

1 or 2 Buckets

Knife or scissors

Airline tubing or Pisces Pro Acclimator
1. Turn off the aquarium lights

2. Float the unopened bags in your aquarium for about 15 minutes or more.  This will allow the water temperature in the bag to become the same temperature as the water in your tank
3. It is very important that you do not mix the water from the fish bags with the water from the invertebrate bags. They should not be acclimated together. It is very important you split the fish and invertebrates into 2 separate buckets and that the containers have never been used for cleaning floors, washing your car, etc.
4. After 15 minutes have passed you can begin the process of cutting the fish out of the bags and into the bucket. If you only have a few items, or just to get started, you can tilt the bucket 45 degrees to one side. This will allow water to accumulate so the items will be completely submerged. Use a scissors to cut a large opening toward the top of the bag. Be sure it is large enough for the fish to exit the bag. Pour both the fish and water from each bag into the bucket. Remember, only do the fish OR the invertebrates. Do not do them at the same time or in the same bucket.
5. If you have the Pisces Acclimator just hang it on the side of your aquarium.  If you have airline tubing secure it inside of your tank by placing a rock over it or tying a loose knot around something inside your aquarium so that the end is submerged under the water line.
6. Once all of the fish OR invertebrates are in the bucket, place your mouth on the low end of the Clear Vinyl Tubing and suck on it until you see the water from inside the aquarium pass over the edge of the aquarium in the tubing.  The water should be moving from the aquarium down the tubing and into the bucket. At this time you will need to tie a knot in the airline tubing to slow the water down to a fast drip.  If you have the Pisces Acclimator you simply adjust the valve to a rate of about 5-8 drops per second.\
7.  The drip should be quick and steady, but it should not be a steady stream of water, or a slow drip, but somewhere in-between. 5-8 drips per second will work well. Your aquarium lights should be off. You will now need to allow the water to drip from your tank into the bucket for approximately two hours. This process is allowing the slow transfer of pH and salinity to take place. By doing so, your new inhabitants are being eased into their new surroundings. You will find this process will greatly increase your success.
8. Gently net the fish or invertebrates up with a net and place them in your tank.  Do not be alarmed if they lay on their side or act unusual during or just after the acclimation process this is normal and they should quickly adjust to their new home.
It is always a good idea to make sure the existing fish are well fed before introducing new inhabitants to the tank.

If you have any questions please feel free to call us at 540-891-2704
